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OUTCOME 1

Our School charter provides clear rights 
respecting framework for both adults 

and children and young people about 
how we respect each others rights. This s 
displayed all across our school and on 

our website.

We use the school charter within 
refresher training and provided updates 

of the progress of our RRSA journey.

This has been shared through 

•training for all staff & governors

• with parents via Szapp and workshops

Helping adults know and understand the CRC:

Adults and the wider school community show a commitment to the CRC.

Parent 
governor- Alan



OUTCOME 1

Development of whole school 
Co-Production Framework for 
gathering learners views 

• identifying the communication 
skills of the learner

• How we support/opportunities 
for gathering learners views

• Tools to gain views

• Embedded within the 
Academy Development Plan  
Personal Development Target 
1’’Improve our co-production 
strategy (better pupil voice)”

Adults and the wider school community show a commitment to the CRC.



OUTCOME 1

Children are taught about a wide range of Articles 

where appropriate. 

•We teach 4 key Articles explicitly linked to our 

school charter 

We teach the wider Articles cross curricular 

where appropriate. (see PSHE curriculum 

overview and curriculum rationales)

We teach assemblies linked to Rights weekly (see 

the calendars for SMSC Thought of the Week) 

Surveys and CIA reviews capture an 

improvement in the amount of Articles the 

children are aware of/ exposed to

Most children and young people are familiar 
with a wide range of Articles of the CRC. 



SEF, ADP & Policies

Departmental Action Plans for RRSA & RRSA Working Party with 
Trust Schools

Learner Views and Student Council

PBS Strategy and universal approaches (Capable 
Environment Audits)

Curriculum Development- Rosenshines Principles of 
Instruction & Walk Thrus

Safeguarding Strategy & Safeguarding in the curriculum review 
(Online Safety & PSHE)

Curriculum- Speak out stay safe, MOVE, Sports Provision, Inclusion & 
Identity 

Strand B:

Teaching 
& Learning 

through 
Rights



OUTCOME 2

Leadership & Management:
Articles 3, 28,29

Quality of Education:
Articles 3, 17, 23,28,29, 31

Behaviour & Attitudes:
Articles 3, 5, 18

Personal Development:
Articles 2, 3, 4, 12, 13

ADP

Calthorpe Academy - Policies and Documents (thrive.ac)

Calthorpe Academy - UNICEF - Rights Respecting School (thrive.ac)

Embedded Children’s rights 
articles within our school policies 
and used to review and amend 
our practice.

We have identified which rights 
are embedded within our ADP-
used previous RRSA review to 
inform PD1

In school children and young people 
enjoy the rights enshrined in the United 
Nations Convention on the Rights of the 
Child.

https://www.calthorpe.thrive.ac/policies-and-documents
https://www.calthorpe.thrive.ac/rights-respecting-school


OUTCOME 2
In school children and young people enjoy the rights enshrined in the United 

Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child.

8

Kingsbury Academy - Rights respecting schools award- Kingsbury achieves Bronze! (thrive.ac)

download.asp (thrive.ac)

download.asp (thrive.ac)

RRSA Lead has led a working party 
and support schools within the trust 
in initiating their Rights Respecting 
Schools (RRS) journey, aiming to 
achieve the Bronze: Rights 
Committed award. 

This process aligned with several 
articles of the Convention on the 
Rights of the Child (CRC) and 
fosters a culture of respect and 
empowerment.

Departmental Reviews & Action 

Plans

https://www.kingsbury.thrive.ac/news-and-information/academy-news/rights-respecting-schools-award-kingsbury-achieves-bronze
https://www.wa.thrive.ac/attachments/download.asp?file=1191&type=pdf
https://www.bagintonfields.thrive.ac/attachments/download.asp?file=212&type=pdf


OUTCOME 3 
Relationships are positive and founded on dignity and a mutual respect for 
rights

National Story Telling Week

Kitchen Team & Student Council collaboration on menu 

design ! 

Articles 12, 13, 24, 27, 31



OUTCOME 3 
Relationships are positive and founded on dignity and a mutual 
respect for rights

Calthorpe Academy - Behaviour Support (thrive.ac)

CRC Articles Accessed
Article 3: Best Interests of the Child
•Prioritising Well-Being: Ensuring all actions and decisions made 
regarding behaviour support are in the best interests of the child, 
promoting their overall well-being.

Article 12: Respect for the Views of the Child
•Involving Students: Actively involve learners in the development 
of their behaviour plans and respect their views and preferences in 
decision-making processes.

Article 23: Children with Disabilities
•Inclusive Support: Providing appropriate behavioural support 
that accommodates the needs of children with disabilities, 
ensuring they can participate fully in school life.

Article 28: Right to Education
•Enabling Learning: Ensuring that behaviour support strategies 
help maintain a positive learning environment, enabling all 
learners to access and benefit from education.

Article 29: Goals of Education
•Holistic Development: Promoting the development of learners' 
personalities, talents, mental and physical abilities to their fullest 
potential through supportive behavioural strategies.

https://www.calthorpe.thrive.ac/behaviour


OUTCOME 3 
Relationships are positive and founded on dignity and a mutual 
respect for rights

CRC Articles Accessed
Article 3: Best Interests of the Child
•Implementation: Ensure all instructional strategies prioritize the best interests of 
the child, focusing on their educational and personal development.

Article 12: Respect for the Views of the Child
•Implementation: Incorporate student feedback in lesson planning and adjust 
teaching methods to accommodate their preferences and needs.

Article 23: Children with Disabilities
•Implementation: Adapt Rosenshine’s principles to meet the diverse needs of 
children with disabilities, ensuring they have equal access to quality education.

Article 28: Right to Education
•Implementation: Utilize effective teaching practices to ensure all students receive 
a quality education that meets their needs and promotes their academic 
achievement.

Article 29: Goals of Education
•Implementation: Promote the development of students’ personalities, talents, 
and abilities to their fullest potential through effective instructional practices.

Concrete Pictorial Abstract



OUTCOME 4
Learners view on Safeguarding

Children and young people are safe and protected and know what to do if they 
need support.



OUTCOME 4 Children and young people are safe and protected and know 
what to do if they need support.

Online Safety Review
We conducted an Online Safety Review of 
our policy and processes.

Why did we do the review? 
• We noticed an increase of parental support RSHE referrals in relation to online safety at 

home
• To ensure the policy was inline with Statutory guidance for RSHE and KCSIE

Impact: 
• Learner voice:  Online Safety Survey identified learners levels of understanding of online 

safety and how to speak out and stay safe. Learners views were used to review the 
online safety section of the PSHE curriculum. Curriculum development of how to stay 
safe, mental health and wellbeing & screen time

• Referral system in place for staff to follow & monitoring 
• Staff Online Safety training delivered by DSL



OUTCOME 4 Children and young people are safe and protected and know 
what to do if they need support. 

CRC Articles Accessed
Article 3: Best Interests of the Child

•The "Talk PANTS" campaign prioritises the safety and well-being of our 
learners, ensuring their best interests are always considered by teaching 

them how to protect themselves from abuse.
Article 12: Respect for the Views of the Child

•Encourages our learners to voice their concerns and express their 
feelings, ensuring they are listened to and taken seriously.

Article 13: Freedom of Expression
•Supports our learners’ right to seek, receive, and impart information 

about their bodies and personal safety.
Article 19: Protection from All Forms of Violence

•Directly addresses the need to protect children from sexual abuse and 
exploitation by teaching them how to recognise and report 

inappropriate behaviour.
Article 34: Sexual Exploitation

•Provides learners with the knowledge and tools to protect themselves 
from sexual exploitation and abuse.



OUTCOME 5
Most children and young people describe how the school 

provides information and support for a range of physical, 

mental, social and emotional needs.



OUTCOME 5
Most children and young people describe how the school 

provides information and support for a range of physical, 

mental, social and emotional needs.

Silver: rewards a 

great standard of 

MOVE provision that 

is sustainable and 

has whole-school 
commitment.

CRC Articles Accessed:

Article 23 (Children with Disabilities): MOVE directly supports this article by ensuring that 
children with disabilities can enjoy a full and decent life in conditions that ensure dignity, 

promote self-reliance, and facilitate active participation in the community.

Article 24 (Health and Health Services): The programme aligns with the right of the child to 
the enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of health by promoting physical activity, 

which is essential for maintaining health.

Article 28 (Right to Education): MOVE supports inclusive education by providing the 
necessary tools and strategies for learners with disabilities to participate effectively in 

educational activities.

Article 31 (Leisure, Play, and Culture): MOVE ensures that children have the opportunity to 
engage in play and recreational activities, which are vital for their development and well-

being.



OUTCOME 6
Nearly all children and young people 

interviewed describe how everyone is included 

and valued and can describe how becoming 
rights respecting contributes to this

Enhancing physical education provision and improving access to sport and physical 
activity in school (publishing.service.gov.uk) 17

Achievements

Showing a commitment to 
developing their PE, School 
Sport and Physical Activity 
(PESSPA)off for improved pupil 
health and wellbeing’ 

Sport Birmingham 

Calthorpe Academy has 
taken part in over 8 Inter-
competitions through the 
schools games in the 20/23 
academic year against other 
schools in the partnership. 

School Games application 

‘Extensive opportunities for 
young people to develop 
leadership skills and gain 
other appropriate 
accreditation to support 
their transition into the 
wider workforce and adult 
life.’

Sue Wilkinson - AfPE

CRC Articles Accessed:

Article 23: Children with Disabilities

•Inclusive PE: Ensuring that children with disabilities have access to inclusive and 

adaptive PE programmes that cater to their individual needs.

•Promoting Participation: Encouraging full participation in physical activities, 

contributing to the child's overall development and well-being.

Article 24: Health and Health Services

•Physical Health: Providing opportunities for physical activity that promote physical 

health and help prevent lifestyle-related illnesses.

•Mental Health: Recognising the role of physical activity in supporting mental health 

and emotional well-being.

Article 28: Right to Education

•Access to PE: Ensuring that PE is a fundamental part of the educational curriculum 

and accessible to all students.

•Quality Education: Providing high-quality PE instruction that is tailored to the needs of 

SEND students.

Article 31: Leisure, Play, and Culture

•Play and Recreation: Ensuring that all children have the opportunity to engage in 

play, recreation, and leisure activities, which are crucial for their development.

•Cultural Participation: Promoting inclusive participation in cultural and sports activities, 

fostering a sense of belonging and community.

Enhancing our physical education provision 
and improving access to sport and physical 
activity Calthorpe has been essential for the 
holistic development of our learners. By 
aligning with key CRC articles, we ensure 
that it upholds the rights of children with 
disabilities, providing them with the 
opportunities and support they need to 
thrive physically, mentally, and socially.

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/65fd68f9f1d3a0001d32adbc/Enhancing_physical_education_provision_and_improving_access_to_sport_and_physical_activity_in_school.pdf


OUTCOME 6
The school is actively working towards (or is sustaining) a 

strong culture of inclusion and is able to show how this is 

underpinned by non-discrimination.

Interpathway Inclusion

July  2024 we have maintained our IQM Flagship status during our recent 

review of the end of our 3 year inclusion project which had focussed on 

the following developments:

1. Continuing to working with employers to make reasonable 

adjustments for learners with SEND

2. Creating further opportunities with local mainstream provisions for 

themes related to sports, arts, enrichment, charity days, and 

rights respecting.

3. Supporting other providers and sharing good practice

4. Further developing our Curriculum Pathway Strategy using 

research informed practice to inform our offer and CPD of staff 

at Calthorpe

As an IQM (Inclusion Quality Mark) Flagship School, a prestigious 

accolade that highlights Calthorpe’s exceptional commitment to 

inclusivity and educational excellence. The IQM Flagship Status is 

awarded to schools that demonstrate not only consistent high 

standards in inclusive education but also a willingness to share best 

practices and contribute to the wider educational community. This 

achievement reflects our dedication to ensuring every learner, 

regardless of their background or abilities, has access to high-quality 

education and support.

Calthorpe Academy - Academy News (thrive.ac)

download.asp (thrive.ac)

download.asp (thrive.ac)

https://www.calthorpe.thrive.ac/school-news
https://www.calthorpe.thrive.ac/attachments/download.asp?file=335&type=pdf
https://www.calthorpe.thrive.ac/attachments/download.asp?file=368&type=pdf


OUTCOME 7
Nearly all children and young people explain how they 

play an active role in their learning. 

In line with our Stage 2 of 
the PSHE  Curriculum we 

have developed The 
World Around Us resources 

and schemes of work 
which develop learners 

understanding of their 
identity and learning 

about protecting 
identity on-line (e-safety) 

in communication on and 
offline.

This has helped to enable 

learners to develop their 
self awareness, identity of 

where they live, different 
types of families of their 

peers in class and who 
can help them within the 

school community.

This has helped learners to 
readily apply the skills and 

knowledge they have 
learnt and apply it to their 

everyday contexts an 
understand the contexts 

of their friends around 
them. E.g. Learners 

making self referrals to 
DSL’s 

Learners in each curriculum 

pathway are decorating their 

pathway banners for our 

summer carnival!

Curriculum in Action Reviews: 

Learner’s views are consulted during the 

process of reviewing the curriculum



FFL- Development of My Outdoor School and Learner Voice

EFL- Development of Expressive Communication and Learner Voice 

LFL- Zones of Regulation Self Regulation Development Respecting Learners Views

Impact of Student Council & Learner Voice Strategy for School Improvement

Learner Views for LEA SEND Consultation

Sports Leaders & PE Provision Development

Local and Global Citizenship

Strand C:

Teaching 
& 

Learning 
for Rights



Foundations for Life

Impact: 

Learning in the natural environment 

(LINE) on the learner attainment and 

personal development. In addition, 

learning in the natural environment can 

bring improvement in other key 

desirable outcomes such as:

Social, Health and wellbeing 

◦ Connection to nature 

◦ Concerned active citizens

◦ Socially confident and 

connected learners

◦ Resilience 

Learner Engagement

◦ Enjoyment of lessons 

◦ Engagement with learning

◦ Behaviour 

◦ Attainment

Num % Num % Num % Num % Num % Num % Num % Num % Num %

Overall Overall

Overall 24 28.6 50 59.5 10 11.9 84 28 33.3 48 57.1 8 9.52 84 15 17.9 56 66.7 13 15.5 84

Achieved Not Achieved ExceededExceeded Not AchievedAchieved

Personal Development

Term 1 Term 2 Term 3

Achieved Not AchievedExceeded

Most children and young people describe how their 

participation has a significant impact on school 

improvement.

OUTCOME 8



Engagement for Life

Number % Number % Totals Number % Number % Totals

Overall 38 80.85106 9 19.14894 47 Overall 38 80.85106 9 19.14894 47

Spring
Summary Table - Social Interaction Summary Table - Cognitive

Not On TrackOn Track Not On Track On Track

The Matrix was inspired by important research that came from a Elizabeth Bates and her colleagues. This approach considered what the child achieves by communicating 
using many different behaviours, rather than just looking at speech. 
Another influence was Heinz Werner and Bernard Kaplan. They viewed the emergence of symbolic communication as a developmental process that is a natural outgrowth 
of early relationships between mothers, infants, and the objects or events in their environment. The Matrix was developed using these principles, paired with extensive 
hands-on clinical research involving individuals with complex communication needs, their caretakers, teachers, and speech language pathologists.

Impact:
• Communication approach is streamlined (assessment/ wellbeing passports/ meal time plans)
• Increase in pupils independent expressive communication- active participants in learning
• Staff are trained to understand and more receptive of learners expressive communication skills are easily 

identified & confident of strategies to apply

“My training has helped me to understand how the learners communicated 
differently and it really supported my practice” ECT E1

“I now understand how the learners are expressing their feelings. For example, When Child I used to go into his standing frame he 
would cry, but now I know how to prepare him for his routine and when he expresses that he wants to come out I listen to him. Over 
time he has learnt that I understand his communication and this has led to him now standing for longer” E2 Teaching Assistant

OUTCOME 8
Most children and young people describe how their 

participation has a significant impact on school 

improvement.



Learning for Life

Impact:
• Increased self-awareness and social and emotional skills 
• Taught through PSHE curriculum and wider application in everyday contexts at 

school and home to support learners with expressing their feelings and identifying 
regulation needs and strategies

• A common language for communication, problem solving, and emotional 
understanding

• More time spent on learning instead of on behaviour management
• A healthier, more inclusive school climate

Num % Num % Num % Num % Num % Num % Num % Num % Num %

Overall

Overall 46 37.4 68 55.3 9 7.32 123 31 25.2 77 62.6 15 12.2 123 19 15.5 21 17.1 83 67.5 123

PSHE

Exceeded Exceeded Exceeded

Term 1 Term 2 Term 3

Achieved Not Achieved Achieved Not Achieved Achieved Not Achieved

The Zones of Regulation is based on years of field-based clinical 
experience by program author, Leah Kuypers. who saw a need to teach 
regulation showing learners ways to connect and apply skills in context, 
while incorporating theories, best practices, and evidence. All of this 
culminated in The Zones of Regulation.

The Zones of Regulation methodology and teaching approach is built 
upon leading neuroscience and cognitive theories, integrating evidence-
based practices:

‘’I stick my face on how I feel and tell Sharon (TA) and 
she helps me to take a break’’ Kerry Ann L2

‘’ It has helped the learners to 
understand their feelings better. We use 

this as part of our morning routine to 
introduce and model the language 

linked to their feelings. We then use this 
throughout the day to help them with 

their emotions ’’ Class Teacher L2

OUTCOME 8 Most children and young people describe how their 

participation has a significant impact on school 
improvement.



OUTCOME 8 Children and young people know that their views are 

taken seriously. 



OUTCOME 8 Children and young people know that their views are 

taken seriously. 

Our learners were consulted on their views for the local SEND Offer by Birmingham City Council. These were 
used as part of the councils consultation process



OUTCOME 9
Sports Leaders
Learners from the Post 16 
Learning for Life pathway have 
been visiting schools in the local 
area to deliver sports sessions. 
They have had the opportunity to 
teach a range of different ages, 
teaching from year 2 to 5. They 
are currently visiting two schools 
(Regents Park and Clifton).

Children and young people engage in action to campaign and/or advocate for the rights of 

children locally and globally. Most children and young people understand their role as 
global citizens.

School Games and Active 30
Learners have been competing against other schools in various sporting events such as Boccia, Curling, Multi- skills and Athletics against 
other mainstream and SEN schools.
Learners have had the opportunity to take part in activities (non-competitive) with other schools such as the MOVE festival and Chance 
to Shine.  
In conjunction with your School Games Hubsite (Clifton SGO) Calthorpe are delivering Active 30 sessions to encourage young people in 
Primary Settings to be active within the school day and beyond.  They will deliver to target audiences where the need is great, based on 
governmental socio-economic data.

CRC Articles Accessed
Article 3: Best Interests of the Child
•The Sports Leadership programme is designed to 
promote the best interests of the child by enhancing their 
physical health, personal development, and social 
inclusion.
Article 12: Respect for the Views of the Child
•It has encouraged our learners to express their opinions 
and take an active role in decision-making processes 
related to sports and physical activities.
Article 23: Children with Disabilities
•Ensured our learners with disabilities have access to 
inclusive sports programmes, promoting their right to 
participate fully in recreational activities.
Article 24: Health and Health Services
•Promoted physical health and well-being through regular 
participation in sports and physical activities.
Article 28: Right to Education
•Integrated sports leadership training into the curriculum, 
enhancing learning opportunities for SEND learners.
Article 29: Goals of Education
•Supports the development of learners' personalities, 
talents, and mental and physical abilities to their fullest 
potential through sports and leadership training.
Article 31: Leisure, Play, and Culture
•Ensures that all learners involved (including other 
settings) have the opportunity to engage in play, 
recreational, and cultural activities.



OUTCOME 9

https://www.calthorpe.thrive.ac/news/?pid=56&nid=2&storyid=49

Children and young people engage in action to campaign and/or 

advocate for the rights of children locally and globally. Most 

children and young people understand their role as global citizens.

In a heart-warming display of unity and talent, our school 

choir joined forces with pupils from St Ann’s Catholic School 

for an unforgettable evening concert to celebrate Music of 

Life’s 20 year anniversary.

The concert was held at the packed Calthorpe Creative 

Arts Studio, the event celebrated the power of inclusivity 

and the joy of music. The concert, themed "I Sing Out Loud”

featured a variety of performances that showcased the 

remarkable talents of both our Learning for Life learners and 

mainstream pupils. The event aimed to foster a sense of 

community and understanding, breaking down barriers and 

highlighting the unique contributions of each learner. 

Calthorpe 
Academy -
World Down 
Syndrome 
Day 
(thrive.ac)

https://www.calthorpe.thrive.ac/news/?pid=56&nid=2&storyid=49
https://www.calthorpe.thrive.ac/school-news/world-down-syndrome-day


Additional comments from school and wider community

“Very special things are happening at Calthorpe 
Academy. This community is driven to make every 
moment count for pupils with special educational 

needs and/or disabilities (SEND). The school is 
determined that those needs will not limit pupils’ 

achievements or enjoyment of school and the world 
around them.” 

Ofsted,  October 2023.

“Provision, supported by excellent, unique and 
innovative resources and rewards, which enables very 

young children through to late teenagers access to 
develop their fundamental movement skills, handling 

of objects, understanding of their own body and 
health and levels of self-care and independence. 

Extensive opportunities for young people to develop 
leadership skills and gain other appropriate 

accreditation to support their transition into the 
wider workforce and adult life.” 
AFPE Quality Mark, July 2023

Parent’s Views on their child’s progress at Calthorpe this year: 

•School is the most positive thing in F’s life. He enjoys recreating what he learns in school. He thoroughly enjoys painting and 
numeracy. This creates a positive mood for F at home.

•T is beginning to talk more at home, which is a positive thing.

•R can transfer himself from being on the floor to the chair on his own

•S is behaving really well out in the community now - not presenting with challenging behaviours anymore.

•I enjoys engaging in cooking and tells her mom that she likes learning new recipes. Mom stated I has become really helpful in 
helping at home with cooking and tidying up. I has recently stated she enjoys doing work experience at Tescos and making her 

own packed lunch.

•S concentration has improved and he spends more time looking at adults when they speak to him.

•I seems more alert and is making steady progress with his movement of hands/arms.

•B is happy to go to school now and she looks forward to getting in the taxi each morning and comes home happy too.

•T has been communicating whilst using gestures. Talia will calm much quicker than before especially when she knows 
something isn't available.

•S uses speech more at home now. He colours/paints in books now previously was doing this on walls! He tries reading books. He 
seems a lot calmer. He is beginning to make requests e.g. tea, biscuits, banana, yoghurt. He can change TV channels and uses 

remote!

•A is more independent in his care skills such as brushing his hair and brushing his teeth.

•‘C’ is now helping more around the house and folding her own laundry. She also becoming more independent in scenarios 
such as sorting her own food. Her writing has also improved.

•We are happy with S's progress and wish for her to prosper at Calthorpe and home

“The school continues to move from strength to 
strength in terms of its superb inclusive practice and 

I am firmly of the opinion that the school fully 
meets the standard required by the Inclusion 

Quality Mark to maintain its status as a Flagship 
School. I therefore recommend that the school 

retains its Flagship Status and is reviewed again in 
12 months.”

Inclusion Quality Mark (UK) Ltd, July 2024


